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regulation by federal, state, or local or-
ganizations having management re-
sponsibility and authority over the
natural resources in question, includ-
ing hunting or fishing during hunting
or fishing seasons established by state
authorities pursuant to their state fish
and game management laws. With re-
gard to natural resources regulated by
another federal agency, the responsible
command may cooperate in any envi-
ronmental analysis that may be re-
quired by the other agency’s regula-
tions.

(31) Approval of recreational activi-
ties which do not involve significant
physical alteration of the environment
or increase human disturbance in sen-
sitive natural habitats and which do
not occur in or adjacent to areas inhab-
ited by endangered or threatened spe-
cies.

(32) Routine maintenance of timber
stands, including issuance of down-
wood firewood permits, hazardous tree
removal, and sanitation salvage.

(33) Reintroduction of endemic or na-
tive species (other than endangered or
threatened species) into their historic
habitat when no substantial site prepa-
ration is involved.

[55 FR 33899, Aug. 20, 1990, as amended at 55
FR 39960, Oct. 1, 1990]

§ 775.7 Time limits for environmental
documents.

(a) The timing of the preparation,
circulation, submission and public
availability of environmental docu-
ments is important in achieving the
purposes of NEPA. Therefore, the
NEPA process shall begin as early as
possible in the decisionmaking process.

(b) The EPA publishes a weekly no-
tice in the FEDERAL REGISTER of envi-
ronmental impact statements filed
during the preceding week. The mini-
mum time periods set forth below shall
be calculated from the date of publica-
tion of notices in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. No decision on the proposed ac-
tion may take place until the later of
the following dates:

(1) Ninety days after publication of
the notice of availability for a draft en-
vironmental impact statement (DEIS).
Draft statements shall be available to
the public for 15 days prior to any pub-

lic hearing on the DEIS (40 CFR
1506.6(c)(2)).

(2) Thirty days after publication of
the notice of availability for a final en-
vironmental impact statement (FEIS).
If the FEIS is available to the public
within ninety days from the availabil-
ity of the DEIS, the minimum thirty
day period and the minimum nintey
day period may run concurrently. How-
ever, not less than 45 days from publi-
cation of notice of filing shall be al-
lowed for public comment on draft
statements prior to filing of the FEIS
(40 CFR 1506.10(c)).

§ 775.8 Scoping.

As soon as practicable after the deci-
sion to prepare an EIS is made, an
early and open process called
‘‘scoping’’ shall be used to determine
the scope of issues to be addressed and
to identify the significant issues to be
analyzed in depth related to the pro-
posed action (40 CFR 1501.7). This proc-
ess also serves to deemphasize insig-
nificant issues, narrowing the scope of
the EIS process accordingly (40 CFR
1500.4(g)). Scoping results in the identi-
fication by the proponent of the range
of actions, alternatives, and impacts to
be considered in the EIS (40 CFR
1508.25). For any action, this scope may
depend on the relationship of the pro-
posed action to other existing environ-
mental documentation.

§ 775.9 Documentation and analysis.

(a) Environmental documentation
and analyses required by this rule
should be integrated as much as prac-
ticable with any environmental stud-
ies, surveys and impact analyses re-
quired by other environmental review
laws and executive orders (40 CFR
1502.25). When a cost-benefit analysis
has been prepared in conjunction with
an action which also requires a NEPA
analysis, the cost-benefit analysis shall
be integrated into the environmental
documentation.

(b) CEQ regulations encourage the
use of tiering whenever appropriate to
eliminate repetitive discussions of the
same issues and to focus on the actual
issues ripe for discussion at each level
of environmental review (40 CFR
1502.20). Tiering is accomplished
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